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B Tap, Bindad by Ghmpses. Abdnes Glacia-Bhonie — Faciers fascinate me, thay am oold and gtil,
o =2l akve, They' hawe ncedibla enangy. wien They rmonea,” AlBon sepHErs

Lucy Tennyson meets
Allyson Austing a printmaker
who is inspired by the
forces of nature

hink of printmaklng and sou

might Imagine something

carefully crafed, and

piinstakingly ebehed out in

metal, or an image reproduced
over and ovar AaEamn

Beet Allysen Aunstin and o will find an
artist who delights in becking the trend
Hear prints are big and bold, up 10 12 feei
aguare in skze, and definitely not to he
tocked away Ly cormern

He subbact matier (oo, ends 10 be g
fnd not Fee il fmint-hearted, Volcanoss
erupting. poaring cut Hgoid resd and podd.
Or glsciers, icy blue, carving oat massine
miprks in thi lundscape,

She produces maneprints, each i5a one
off, created on a metal surface, which is
then run through the printing press jusi
s o freats B uniigue 'iJ'I'lﬂEL' an papeEr

Allyson herself comes as guite 8
sl pr ks after seping the power and BT
of her work. She 19 glim and petite, and
ceffainly dossn ook &85 If 1w spends et
time trying b recnsabe some of the sarth’s
mast deanratic momernts.

She works inoa quiet and lesfy stodbo
oyerlonking the back garden of her hbane
in Headington, 1t's a tranguil spot, and
evarything inside is neat and ey, with
irial print= stacked up on the table and
against the walls

She assures me she works “in a total
mess” covering both herself and her
gurroundings in the vivid reds and blues al
printing inks. She shows me (he printing
press out in the garaps, which she o
rescenily reassembled after taking it out ta
[raly toe recond it wWlcanoesz “t's falling
apart but ['ve been too basy te menad it

Allysom continues o defy wny aeteEmpt at
categorisation, When she®s nof making
prints. she doesn't seek relaxation or an
ea=y dey job, but works in the control room
at Tharmes YValley Polics, answering 5%
calls, She works. four favs on, four ﬂ-\:l'_-'i- afl,
En 13-heoalr &l sometimes thraugh the
night.

*1 wanted to do something completely
different,” she explaing, “There's o Wit of
i edpe ti it People ring up inoa blind
panic, amd T think T like bo e bossy and
take comtrad of the sitaation, 1 couldn't da
printmaking all the time, so the tao jobs
compement each ather nicely"

Allvson, who was born in St Helens,
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tamar Liverpose] in 1968, and stediced e are
it Leicester Palyiechnic, began her canser
by going inte teaching. She left Newhary
College in 19697 to sef up her own stadio in
Osford. “After six vears” teaching I kad my
o ldeas which | wanted o explore,®
Allwsan =aid.

Her Gascinatbon with wolcanes had
Arl=en oul of visits 1o 1taly She was
captivated by the gutline of Vesuvius,
captured on & (how tatiy) posteard she
carries around for inspiration, That
putline can e glimpsed in many of her
prints, althouagh none of her work is
representational

"1 hawve always been Interasted 1n the
agrth and natural .‘ihEII‘F such a=
mintalns. For me, they tukn into
sonrieddulngE perssial. A weleano mlght be
dormmand, but il 15 s powerdil and 2o
siberil. This thes in with & bod of my owny
ideas, amd becomes a metaphor for people
ot situatione” she explained.

When [ seea woleana I make a guick

B B Top, Soft Seconds of Etna, Lef, Joabang Echo. Bhove, ertist Alvecn Ausbn

shetch and take notez $What 1 Aod

this is what I iry and get over in my work.
[ liks the physical sspect of printmakingg.
My prints are big beeause | am trying to
get over some of the energy

“This tles fn with the Kind of
printmaker | want to bk 1 am a messy
princmaker I spread the Ink everywiarsa,
and use anyihing I can Nnd, such a3 the
palms of my hamnd, bits of card o wood 0
rake marks."

Allyson's prints of soloanoess and
glaciers capture some of that immense
enargy stored up in mouantains and ice.
The colours are breathtaking and
fuapminee, created |'.|:|' 1sing drawing Inks
over the top of iraditlonal oll-bazed
glchilng Inks. :

Her wors osntlnues (o devealap as she
exploves e mataral world. She recently
visibed Ieeland, drawn by e unigue frozen
landiseape thiad i s1ill wolsanie. “Toeland
wies unbeliseabde, o incrasdibly strange

I couldn’l beldbeve how saawiiiol b was.

“(Haciers Fscinate me, they ame cold and
still, bt still alive, They hive incred ible
energy when they move, A glacial lake is
clear and unbaliavably stll, Scientists
have discovered lakes underneath the foe,
too. These are hidden, a bit like the way
things are hdoen inside 8 person.”

Strangely endugh, Allysans wark might
have remalned hidden away toa, bul fop
mallery gamer Sarah Wiseman.,

After leaving teaching, she lad worked
parttime for fwo years in her
Summertown gallery, but only showed
Sarah her prinis just before leaving.

"Sarah had been asking me for ages.
Lauckily, she raally [Lked them, and I held
iy firat exhiblilon L Aviweshs, 1893

That exhibithon wad & qell-out and
Allvsons work lkas been an show thers
Bvar glinm:

B Arvore eiefeing o Trg ool moee el
Allesom Awsrin shold contas Samb
Wisermcn o 01885 A15123 ]
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